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Visit by Farmers from ADRA project from Kitui and Mwangi Counties 

Mission Brief for Laikipia 

13th to 16th December, 2015 

The mission will visit Laikipia East and North sub counties of Laikipia County. Laikipia is a dry and cold highland 

located on the lee-ward side of Mt Kenya. It receives between 250 to 1000mm of rainfall with over 60% receiving 

the lower bracket rains, though the distribution and reliability is most wanting and the major challenge especially 

in the low lying areas. 

The African Conservation Tillage Network, is a regional Pan-african not-for-profit membership organization 

whose mandate is to “enhance agricultural productivity, sustainable land management and environmental 

conservation through the promotion of conservation agriculture principles and practices in Africa.” Its Vision is 

“to be a premier network of excellence in promoting sustainable agriculture and ecosystem management for 

improved livelihoods and wealth creation in Africa” and Mission is “to enhance agricultural productivity, 

sustainable land management and environmental conservation through promotion of conservation agriculture 

principles and practices in Africa.” Its head office is in Nairobi (Kenya), supported by three sub-regional offices 

in West and Central Africa (Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso), East and Horn of Africa (Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania) 

and Southern Africa (Harare, Zimbabwe). 

PROGRAMME (TEAM B) 

DATE TIME MISSION/ACTIVITIES Learning points 

13-12-15 3.00-6.00pm ADRA Farmers & ACT arrive in Nanyuki    

14-2-15 8.00-9.00am Courtesy call to CDA Laikipia About Laikipia county 

9.00-11.30am Visit one CA adopter farmer and Baby demo 
site (Joyce Wambugu) 

CA adoption, Sorghum farming, Water 
harvesting and Kitchen gardening 

12.00-2.00pm Visit one CA Baby demo site (Alice Wanjiku) CA concept, Out scaling, Drought tolerant 
crops  and water harvesting 

2.30-4.30pm Visit one Mother demonstration site (Grace 
Migwi) 

CA adoption, Experimentation, planting 
basins, Agroforestry, Dairy goat and hay 
production and Rainfall data. 

6.00pm Spend night in Nanyuki    

15-12-15 8.30-11.00am CA service providers demonstration (Stanley 
Muriuki/Henry Mwiti) 

CA equipments with animal and tractor 
power, CA service provision 

11.30-2.00pm Visit one CA model farmer (Justina Wanjiru) CA adoption and benefits, maximization on 
drought tolerant crops 

3.00-4.00pm Wrap-up meeting, Questions and 
clarifications 

  

16-12-15 8.00am Departure to Kitui and Nairobi   

 

  

http://www.act-africa.org/


2 
 

1. Joyce Wambugu 

She is a widow mother of 3 

children’s (1m and 2F). She lives in 

Male village a. She belongs to 

Chakula Tele SHG. She Host a CA 

demonstration site through which 

her group together with other 

surrounding community members 

learn about CA.  She started CA in 

year 2014 after learning from the 

demonstration site. She is currently 

practicing CA on 1.75 acres of land. She grows mainly sorghum, maize, potatoes and beans. She is also practicing 

innovative ways of water harvesting using water pans and terraces. The range of rainfall in her area is between 

400-600mm p.a. Her farm is located within coordinates S 00.097500 and E 036.952120.  

 

2. Alice Wanjiku 

She is aged 54. He lives in Weruini 

village. Her main occupation is 

farming. She is a CA lead farmer for 

Tigithi Wendani Self Help Group. She 

started CA in year 2014 on a 0.25 acre 

piece of land. She is currently 

practicing CA on her entire 2 acre piece 

of her farmland. She grows mainly 

maize, potatoes, bean and lablab crops.  

Her vision is to do CA at commercial 

levels. Her farm is located within 

coordinates S 00.062610 and E 036.946230. The range of rainfall in his area is between 450-700mm p.a. 

 

3. Grace Migwi 

Grace Migwi 64, lives in weru-ini 

Village in laikipia East Sub-county. 

She is one of 23 members of the 

Kavenge dairy goats group. The 

group has 5 Male and 18 Female 

members. She is a widow and a retired 

civil servant. She has 2 sons and 2 

daughters.  Her farm lies within 

coordinates S 00.04669 and E 

036.95188. Her main occupation is 

farming and rearing dairy goats. Her 

Joyce Wambugu at her maize crop (L) and harvesting sorghum (R) 

Alice Wanjiku at her maize farm (L) and at her Lablab farm (R) 

Grace Migwi at her maize farm and taking Care of her goats (R) 
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group was recruited to participate in CA4FS project in year 2014. Through CA4FS project, ACT established a 

CA Demonstration site at her farm to undertake research as well as increase CA awareness through groups 

training. After learning CA from the demo site, she started practicing CA during the Short Rain season of year 

2014 on 0.75 acres of her land. During April-Sept season of Year 2015 season she increased acreage under CA 

to 1 acre. Her total land acreage is 1.25 acres including homestead, livestock shed and grazing yard. She has come 

up with innovative ways of CA farming using basins, agro-forestry and retention ditches. She is currently growing 

Crops such as maize, butter beans, sorghum, beans, potatoes and Dolichos as well as few cover crops like Mucuna 

and butterbeans and Canavalia. The range of rainfall in her area is between 400-700mm p.a. 

  

 

4. Stanley Muriuki 

He is a highly experienced CA service provider. He provides ripping, planting and transportation services to the 

farmers in Kalalu location in 

Laikipia east. He owns hand, 

animal and motor-driven CA tools 

and equipments.  His main source 

of income and food is CA service 

provision and farming.  

 

 

 

 

5. Justina Wanjiru 

She is aged 54. She is a resident of Muramati location. Her main occupation is farming. She belongs to Kiruma 

SHG. Her total land amounts to 4 acres. She does farming on one acre piece of land using CA technology.  She 

mainly grows Maize, Beans, Potatoes, pigeon peas and butter beans. She learnt CA through Kiruma CA Farmer 

Field School which was formed in year 2011 to take part in the Agro-ecology Based Conservation Agriculture 

(ABACO). She is currently a CA model farmer owing to her great knowledge and experience in practicing CA in 

her farm. 

 
Justina Wanjiru harvests Irish potatoes grown under CA (L) and at her CA farm with a cocktail of crops 

Mr. Muriuki operating a 2WT with Fitarelli Direct planter (L) and during a 

training on CA equipment (R) 
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Photo Story 

 

Grace Migwi during a fieldday at her farm in May this year and on right addressing the farmers. 

 

 

Joyce Wambugu at her farm and harvesting the maize crop during the last season. 
                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

  

 


